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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Abstract: Modernization, driven by advances in science, technology, and globalization, has brought complex and multidimensional impacts on the social, cultural, and religious structures of Muslim society in Indonesia. While it offers opportunities for tajdīd or the renewal of Islamic understanding to make it more contextual and responsive to contemporary challenges, it also presents serious risks. Among these are the weakening of ‘aqīdah understanding and practice among younger generations, the increasing influence of consumerist and hedonistic lifestyles, and the emergence of internal tensions between conservative and progressive groups in responding to socio-religious dynamics. This study aims to examine both the challenges and strategic responses of Muslim communities in navigating the process of modernization. Using a qualitative approach through a literature review, this research analyzes various scholarly works and relevant sources. The findings suggest that strengthening adaptive and critical Islamic education, enhancing religious literacy, promoting contextual interpretation through maqāṣid al-syarī‘ah and ijtihād, and utilizing digital platforms for da‘wah are essential strategies to maintain the relevance of Islamic values. The study concludes that Muslim communities must develop a synergistic approach that preserves traditional principles while remaining open to innovation, in order to build a modern society rooted in the ethical foundations of sharī‘ah. 
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1. Introduction 
Change is an inseparable part of the dynamics of social life. Over time, societies continuously undergo transformations across various aspects of life, including culture, economy, education, and social systems. This process of change is not static; rather, it evolves in line with the demands of the era, internal and external challenges, as well as the complexities of social interactions. Social change may encompass numerous domains of life, such as value systems, social norms, individual behavior, social institutions, economic structures, and educational patterns. The driving factors behind these changes may originate from within society itself (internal factors), such as population growth, intergroup conflict, and scientific advancement, or from external sources, including globalization, colonialism, and the influence of foreign cultures (Aminah & Hasan, 2018). Change is not merely a natural phenomenon but also serves as an adaptive response undertaken by society to confront constantly shifting conditions and challenges. Within this context, change is regarded as a crucial element in sociological studies, as it reflects the dynamics of social interaction and the capacity of societies to adapt and innovate in order to maintain their existence amid the rapid flow of global development (Goa, 2017).
One of the most significant and far-reaching forms of social change is modernization (Hatuwe, Tuasalamony, Masniati, & Yusuf, 2021). From the perspective of social change theory, modernization refers to a rational and systematic effort aimed at transforming traditional societies into modern societies that are more rational, open, efficient, and well-organized. This transformation involves changes in value structures, social norms, institutions, individual behavior, and existing social systems. Modernization is not an instantaneous process; it requires policy interventions, social planning, and the mental and cultural readiness of society (Soekanto, 2015). The primary objective of modernization is to improve social welfare, foster progress across various sectors of life, and enhance societal competitiveness in facing global challenges. Thus, modernization is viewed as an integral part of social development strategies, emphasizing efficiency, rationality, and productivity in pursuit of a more equitable and improved quality of life. 
Modernization possesses both preventive and constructive characteristics, meaning that this process not only aims to address existing social problems but also seeks to build a better social order through long-term planning approaches based on empirical data and scientific analysis. In practice, modernization is not utopian; rather, it is grounded in social realities and observable trends. For modernization to be effective and sustainable, certain prerequisites must be fulfilled within society (Soekanto, 2015). These prerequisites include the development of scientific thinking as the foundation for rational decision-making, the establishment of an efficient administrative system that reflects modern bureaucratic principles, the availability of comprehensive, organized, and centralized data collection systems to support planning processes, the creation of a social environment conducive to modernization through the strategic use of mass communication, a high degree of social organization to ensure coordination and synergy, and the centralization of authority in the implementation of social planning to guarantee controlled and goal-oriented change (Subhan, 2012).
Civilization is shaped by two fundamental forces: religion and philosophy (Saputra, 2018). Both play a critical role in shaping social structures and the value systems that underpin community life. The process of modernization often faces significant challenges, particularly in maintaining religious teachings that have served as generational life guides amidst rapid societal change. Modernization, driven by scientific advancement, technological development, and secular values, has the potential to undermine the integrity of religious teachings if not approached with wisdom. In facing the challenges posed by modernization, religion functions not only as a means to preserve tradition but also as a source of strength in guiding change towards a more positive direction (Rustandi, 2020). Religion can serve as a balancing force between scientific and technological progress and the preservation of noble human values, enabling societies to implement modernization in a manner that is both balanced and aligned with the preservation of their religious identity.
Theologically, Islam does not reject change or progress. The dynamic nature of Islamic law in Indonesia provides space for tajdid (renewal); however, such renewal must remain within the framework of shari'a, meaning that the spirit of renewal cannot disregard or deviate from the fundamental objectives established by Islamic teachings (Makhrus, 2019). This principle aligns with the command of Allah in Surah Al-Hashr, verse 7: 
مَآ اٰتٰىكُمُ الرَّسُوْلُ فَخُذُوْهُ وَمَا نَهٰىكُمْ عَنْهُ فَانْتَهُوْاۚ وَاتَّقُوا اللّٰهَ ۗاِنَّ اللّٰهَ شَدِيْدُ الْعِقَابِ
“Whatever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatever he forbids you, abstain from it. And fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is severe in punishment.” (QS. Al-Hasyr: 7) 
This verse underscores the importance of upholding the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad as the primary guidance in all aspects of life, including in responding to social change and reform. Therefore, in facing the challenges of modernization, Muslim societies must maintain a strong commitment to Islamic values while remaining open to constructive forms of progress.
Modernization has had significant impacts on Muslim societies, affecting their social, cultural, and religious spheres (Niswi, Putri, Novika, & Siregar, 2024). On the one hand, modernization has contributed to improving living standards through advancements in science, technology, education, and economic systems (Baidowi & Hasan, 2024). Access to information has become more open, public services have become more efficient, and awareness of human rights and social-political participation has increased. On the other hand, modernization has also brought serious challenges, particularly in terms of the disintegration of traditional values, the commercialization of culture, and the rise of individualistic and hedonistic lifestyles that risk undermining the spiritual foundation of society. Within the Indonesian Muslim context, modernization often presents a dilemma between following the currents of global change and safeguarding the purity of religious teachings. Modernization not only produces positive outcomes but also generates negative social issues, including socioeconomic inequality, environmental degradation, rising crime rates, consumerism, and juvenile delinquency (Matondang, 2019).
Indonesian Muslim society faces complex social dynamics in the era of modernization. A Pew Research Center (2022) survey revealed that 93% of Indonesian Muslims consider religion to be very important in their lives, yet they are simultaneously exposed to global values through digital technologies. Data from the Kementerian Komunikasi dan Informatika (2023) indicates that 73% of Muslim youth actively use social media, with 60% of them exposed to Western cultural content that often contradicts Islamic values. This situation has triggered an identity crisis, as demonstrated by Nurlaela (2024) research at Muhammadiyah Vocational High School in Jakarta, where 40% of students reported difficulties reconciling religious values with modern lifestyles. Economically, BPS (2023) reported an increase in social inequality, with the Gini coefficient reaching 0.38, exacerbating consumerism and unequal access to education. Meanwhile, internal polarization between conservative and progressive groups is evident, with a survey by LIPI (2023), showing that 35% of the population supports reform in Islamic thought, while 45% prefer to preserve tradition. These challenges demand a holistic strategy, including strengthening context-based Islamic education and utilizing digital media for religious outreach (Johan et al., 2024).
This literature review is particularly relevant amid increasingly complex global challenges. In the socio-religious context, modernization not only brings technological and structural change but also affects values, culture, and religious identity. Therefore, comprehensive studies are needed to examine the extent to which modernization influences the religious life of Muslim communities and how Islamic values can serve as a moral and ethical foundation for filtering the negative impacts of modernization. This research is essential, as it can contribute to reinforcing a contextual and adaptive understanding of religion in response to contemporary transformations, while simultaneously ensuring the continuity of Islamic values within an evolving social environment. Furthermore, this study is expected to serve as a reference for developing religious social policies aimed at building a progressive society that remains rooted in shari'a principles. 
This research adopts a qualitative approach through a literature study. The qualitative approach is chosen for its ability to reveal meanings, patterns, and the complexity of socio-religious phenomena in a holistic manner (Creswell, 2014). Data is collected through critical examination of credible academic sources, including peer-reviewed journals, reference books, and policy documents related to modernization and Muslim communities, published between 2014 and 2024. The analysis process follows an interactive model consisting of: (1) identifying key themes within the literature, (2) categorizing challenges and corresponding response strategies, and (3) conducting contextual interpretations using the theoretical framework of social change (Soekanto, 2015) and the concept of tajdid in Islam (Makhrus, 2019). Data validity is maintained through source triangulation and cross-verification of findings across the reviewed literature. This method enables an in-depth understanding of how Islamic values adapt within the dynamics of modernization. 


2. Result
Table 1.
Modernization Challenges and Adaptation Strategies in Muslim Societies: A Literature Review
	Aspect
	Global Challenges
	Strategic Measures
	Theoretical Basis/References

	Identitas Keagamaan
	· Erosion of Islamic values among the younger generation
· Contestations of identity in the digital space
	· Media literacy based on Islamic values
· Integration of modern knowledge with Islamic values
	Nurlaela (2024), Johan et al. (2024)

	Islamic Education
	· Inflexible curriculum
· Dominance of rote memorization over critical understanding
	· Integration of modern knowledge with Islamic values
· Utilization of digital technology in learning
	Subhan (2012), Johan et al. (2024)

	Socio-Cultural
	· Individualism & consumerism
· Shift in family and community values
	· Revitalization of gotong royong tradition
· Cultural da'wah through art/popular media
	Hidayati (2024), Matondang (2019)

	Politics & Globalization
	· Polarization of conservative-progressive groups
· Marginalization of moderate Muslim voices
	· Inter-school of thought dialogue
· Advocacy for inclusive policies based on maqāṣid al-syarī'ah
	Kurniawan (2024), Makhrus (2019)

	Economy
	· Social inequality (Gini 0.38)
· Commercialization of religious values
	· Development of community-based sharia economics
· Financial literacy education based on Islamic ethics
	BPS (2023), Rustandi (2020)



One of the most tangible impacts of modernization is the influx of foreign cultures through globalization and advances in information technology, which directly influence the lifestyle of Muslim adolescents (Nurlaela, 2024). Much of this cultural influence is incompatible with Islamic values, resulting in a shift in norms and behaviors, particularly among students. Within the educational context, students constitute the group most vulnerable to negative influences due to their high exposure to digital content that is not filtered through religious values. Consequently, a crisis of religious identity emerges, blurring the boundaries between behaviors that align with and those that contradict Islamic principles. This phenomenon underscores the urgent need for concerted efforts to guide the younger generation in navigating the challenges of the digital era. 
The weakening of understanding and practice of Islamic faith (aqidah) among young people serves as a key indicator of this identity crisis (Nurlaela, 2024). The current generation is growing up in an open digital environment, granting them unrestricted access to vast amounts of information. However, without adequate religious literacy, they face significant challenges in discerning between authentic content and that which deviates from Islamic teachings. Social media, which has become an inseparable part of adolescent life, reinforces a culture of consumerism, instant gratification, and hedonism, gradually eroding sensitivity to spiritual values. Therefore, strengthening aqidah resilience is essential to prevent the younger generation from being easily swayed by misleading information. 
In this context, Islamic education faces significant challenges. A society that is increasingly secular and rapidly evolving requires educational institutions to innovate in various aspects, including curriculum development, teaching methods, and the utilization of digital technology (Johan et al., 2024). Technological advancements and globalization not only transform learning processes and patterns of thinking but also widen the gap between traditional Islamic values and contemporary demands for efficiency, flexibility, and open-mindedness. In this situation, Islamic educational institutions occupy a critical position; on the one hand, they are expected to adapt to the times by innovating in curriculum, teaching approaches, and digital technology integration. On the other hand, they must preserve the core substance of Islamic teachings to prevent them from being diluted by deviant values. Failure to respond wisely and strategically to these challenges risks rendering Islamic education irrelevant in the eyes of the younger generation, who in fact represent the primary asset for carrying forward Islamic values in the future. 
Integrating Islamic principles into curricula that are relevant to the needs of the 21st century is a crucial step in addressing these challenges (Johan et al., 2024). In many cases, education remains overly focused on cognitive aspects, memorization, and academic achievement, while affective and spiritual dimensions, such as character development and moral reinforcement, are frequently neglected. In reality, Islamic education aims not only to produce intellectually capable individuals but also to cultivate noble character and instill a strong foundation of aqidah. This imbalance diminishes the ability of Islamic education to produce complete human beings (insan kamil) in accordance with the ideals of tarbiyah Islamiyah. Therefore, reformulating the curriculum to be integrative and contextually relevant is imperative to meet the demands of the present era. 
In addition to the field of education, modernization has also had a significant impact on the social, cultural, and political spheres. Rapid and widespread changes have exerted considerable pressure on the preservation of normative Islamic values within society (Hidayati, 2024). In practice, Muslims frequently encounter dilemmas wherein Islamic teachings, rooted in tradition and classical texts, are brought into tension with the need to adapt to an ever-evolving social reality. For example, in areas such as work culture, lifestyle, gender relations, and expressions of religiosity in public spaces, debates often arise concerning the relevance of traditional teachings in light of modern principles such as human rights, democracy, and equality. These tensions are not only experienced externally between Muslims and the global community but also internally within Muslim societies themselves.
Certain groups strive rigorously to safeguard the purity of Islamic teachings and resist change, while others advocate for the reinterpretation of religious doctrines to align them with contemporary contexts. This disharmony has given rise to ideological conflicts and even social polarization, which threatens the unity of the Muslim community. In such circumstances, religious values that once served as the primary guide for regulating both personal and social life have increasingly been marginalized, both in practice and within the broader societal value system. Islamic teachings that emphasize justice, solidarity, modesty, and social responsibility are often displaced by pragmatic, materialistic, and individualistic values, which dominate the structure of modern society. If this situation persists without serious efforts to integrate Islamic values into the social reality in a contextual and meaningful way, Muslims risk becoming increasingly alienated from the noble values of their own tradition.
Contemporary Muslim societies face significant challenges in preserving their religious identity amid the accelerating currents of globalization. The pervasive influence of Western popular culture, capitalist economic systems, and political structures that tend toward secularism have created a social environment that is increasingly detached from Islamic values (Hidayati, 2024). The uncontrolled flow of information through digital platforms has further accelerated transformations in societal mindsets, lifestyles, and moral perspectives, particularly among the younger generation. The inability of Muslims to respond adequately to these dynamics may weaken Islam's strategic position in the public sphere. Without systematic and structured efforts to promote a contextual and transformative understanding of religion, Muslims risk being marginalized in the processes shaping modern civilization.
Modernity challenges traditional norms and encourages the emergence of secular, rationalistic, and liberal approaches to understanding religion (Kurniawan, 2024). Perkembangan ilmu pengetahuan, teknologi, dan arus globalisasi telah mendorong masyarakat, termasuk umat Islam, untuk meninjau kembali cara pandang mereka terhadap nilai-nilai keagamaan. Hal ini menantang norma-norma tradisional yang selama ini menjadi dasar praktik keislaman di masyarakat, terutama yang bersifat tekstual dan tidak terbuka terhadap perubahan. Advancements in science, technology, and globalization have compelled societies, including Muslim communities, to reexamine their perspectives on religious values. This development challenges the traditional norms that have long underpinned Islamic practices within society, especially those that are strictly textual and resistant to change. Modernity promotes the spirit of individual autonomy, freedom of thought, and the impetus to interpret religion through rational and scientific frameworks, which in certain respects are perceived to conflict with the more normative and sacred traditional modes of religious thought. In this context, sharp debates have emerged among Muslims regarding how religion should be approached in responding to contemporary developments. 
Modernity has created a sharp arena of debate between conservative and progressive groups within Islam, particularly concerning responses to social, cultural, and technological changes. Conservative groups tend to adopt a rigid stance towards tradition, rejecting innovations perceived as deviations from classical teachings, while progressive groups advocate for intellectual renewal (ijtihad) to ensure that Islam remains contextual and relevant (Kurniawan, 2024). If these tensions are not managed through open and constructive dialogue, they risk leading to polarization within the Muslim community itself. In extreme cases, this situation may open space for both radicalization and extreme secularization. Therefore, collaborative efforts across groups are essential to formulate an Islamic approach that is moderate, tolerant, and adaptive to contemporary developments.
One of the fundamental strategies to address the increasingly complex and rapid challenges of modernization is to strengthen Islamic theological education (aqidah) comprehensively, through approaches that are contextual, dialogical, and responsive to social dynamics and the demands of the present era (Nurlaela, 2024). The teaching of aqidah can no longer be treated as a one-way, purely normative transfer of knowledge. Instead, it must become a process of shaping religious character and identity that is robust, relevant, and applicable. In this context, religious educators hold a highly strategic role, not merely as transmitters of instructional content, but as active mentors, facilitators of value-based dialogue, and spiritual companions who guide students in internalizing Islamic teachings critically and reflectively. Religious educators must evolve into agents of value transformation capable of translating the principles of aqidah into language and contexts that are accessible and meaningful to students, particularly as they navigate life in a digital era saturated with information, opinions, and ideologies from diverse sources.
The teaching of Islamic aqidah should be oriented towards building a spiritual and moral foundation that is not only theologically sound but also relevant to the needs and challenges of contemporary life. This includes addressing current issues such as interfaith tolerance, ethical engagement with social media, digital literacy, and the ability to critically and responsibly evaluate the vast flow of circulating information. In this regard, aqidah education should serve as a space for strengthening students' spiritual and intellectual resilience, equipping them to resist the currents of modernization that carry foreign values potentially at odds with Islamic principles. Students with a solid theological foundation will be better prepared to become individuals who are discerning, rational, and steadfast in upholding Islamic values when making decisions and navigating daily life.
Moreover, an inclusive and communicative approach to teaching aqidah fosters a healthy dialogical space between teachers and students, ensuring that students feel respected, heard, and provided with opportunities to express their questions and concerns regarding the social phenomena they encounter. Consequently, aqidah education becomes not only a vehicle for transmitting Islamic values but also a process of reinforcing self-identity and cultivating moral consciousness rooted in a comprehensive, profound, and applicable understanding of Islamic teachings. Such efforts are crucial to ensure that Muslim youth do not merely perceive Islam as a doctrinal system but embrace it as a way of life capable of responding to the challenges of the times in a visionary, inclusive, and solution-oriented manner.
In response to contemporary developments, Islamic education must be enhanced through the strengthening of curricula that embody Islamic character while remaining contextual (Johan et al., 2024). The development of such curricula should reflect the core values of Islam while also providing space for the mastery of modern science and technology. In addition to curriculum reform, the integration of digital technology into the learning process has become imperative. The digital world offers vast opportunities for Islamic education to expand the reach of da'wah, promote Islam as a mercy to all creation (rahmatan lil ‘alamin), and present learning materials in ways that are engaging, interactive, and aligned with the characteristics of the digital generation. Digital platforms such as social media, educational applications, and multimedia content must be optimally utilized as cultural da'wah tools that reach all segments of society, particularly the youth. Islamic education must not be exclusive; rather, it should be inclusive, progressive, and capable of addressing the diverse needs of students from various socio-cultural backgrounds. In doing so, Islamic educational institutions will become centers for nurturing a generation of Muslims who are intellectually competent and spiritually excellent.
The development of contextual interpretation approaches, particularly those based on maqāṣid al-sharī‘ah, is essential for addressing contemporary challenges without compromising the fundamental principles of Islam (Hidayati, 2024). An interpretation rooted in maqāṣid does not imply neglecting the sacred texts (nash) or the core principles of sharia; instead, it emphasizes the importance of comprehensively understanding these texts to ensure their continued relevance and applicability in the varied circumstances of modern human life. Social media must be utilized wisely and strategically as an effective and inclusive tool for da'wah. By disseminating messages of Islam that are friendly and solution-oriented, Muslims can respond to common misconceptions that often arise in digital public spaces while shaping constructive public opinion. Furthermore, the active participation of Muslims in public discourse, both at the local and global levels, is of great importance. Interfaith dialogue, cross-cultural collaboration, and participation in international forums are all part of strategies to build the bargaining power of the Muslim community in global affairs. Muslims should not merely present themselves as a defensive community responding to attacks or negative stereotypes, but rather as a moral force offering ethical and constructive solutions to universal human problems. This demands intellectual openness, broad horizons, and deep spirituality grounded in noble and inclusive Islamic teachings.
The Muslim community must also promote the revitalization of the ijtihad tradition as a mechanism for interpreting Islamic teachings in contextual and solution-oriented ways (Kurniawan, 2024). Ijtihad based on maqāṣid principles and social realities can generate interpretations that are more relevant to contemporary issues, without detaching from the essence of Islamic teachings. In this regard, enhancing Islamic literacy that is critical and reflective becomes crucial. Such literacy extends beyond mere memorization of texts to include deep understanding, logical argumentation, and ethical sensitivity. A productive and sustainable dialogue between tradition and innovation must be cultivated. The rich tradition of Islamic scholarship should serve as a foundation, not as an obstacle, but as a source of inspiration for grounded yet open renewal efforts. Through the revitalization of ijtihad, the advancement of transformative Islamic literacy, and the fostering of dialogue between tradition and modern progress, Muslims will be well-positioned to play a strategic role in shaping a global civilization founded upon the values of justice, humanity, and sustainability. Islam will continue to stand as a living, dynamic, and enduring moral and spiritual force for all of humanity.
3. Conclusion
Based on the findings of the literature review, it can be concluded that modernization has brought complex impacts on Muslim societies. On the one hand, modernization provides opportunities to undertake tajdīd or the renewal of Islamic understanding, making it more contextual and responsive to the changing times. However, on the other hand, modernization also presents serious challenges, such as the weakening of ‘aqīdah understanding and practice among younger generations, the growing influence of consumerist and hedonistic cultures, and the occurrence of internal conflicts between conservative and progressive groups in responding to social dynamics. Islamic education plays a central role in addressing these challenges, particularly through strengthening adaptive curricula, fostering critical Islamic literacy, and utilizing digital media as a tool for da‘wah. Contextual interpretations of religious teachings through approaches such as maqāṣid al-syarī‘ah and ijtihād are also essential to maintaining the relevance of Islamic values amidst the currents of globalization. Therefore, Muslim communities need to develop synergistic strategies that preserve traditional values while embracing innovation, in order to build a modern society that remains firmly rooted in the principles of sharī‘ah. 
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